
Civic and Economics Curriculum Map  
 

Timeline Units Standards/Focus Topics Key Vocabulary Compelling Questions Comments 

 
 
 
2-3 
weeks 

 
 
 
Unit 1: Foundations of 
Government 
 
This unit would 
include the review 
founding of colonies, 
Revolution, and the 
Constitution 
 

PART A 
 
 
HS.C.CV.1 Explain how classical republicanism, 
natural rights philosophy and English common law 
influenced the thinking and actions of the American 
Founders. 
 
HS.C.CP.1 Explain how the U.S. Constitution 
embodies the principles of rule of law, popular 
sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, separation 
of powers and checks and balances to promote 
general welfare. 
 
HS.C.CP.3 Compare various forms of government 
and how each maintains order, upholds human 
rights and interacts within the international 
community. 
 

 
 
 
Civics 
Government 
Dictatorship 
Democracy 
Direct Democracy 
Representative 
Democracy 
Monarchy 
Tabula Rasa 
Magna Carta   
Common Sense 
Constitution 
Bicameral 
Confederation 
Ratify 
Articles of 
Confederation 
Declaration of 
Independence 
 

 
 

 
https://sourcebooks.fordh
am.edu/mod/modsbookfu
ll.asp 
 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu 
 

Link to all State level IDM 
hubs  
 

US Constitution establish 
a just government? 
(Loc.gov) 
 
 
 
 

How are human rights 
protected or rejected 
within the international 
community? (UN 
website)  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbookfull.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbookfull.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbookfull.asp
http://www.c3teachers.org/state-hubs/
http://www.c3teachers.org/state-hubs/


2-3 
weeks 

Unit 2: Basics of 
American Government  
 
The establishment of 
the National 
Government under the 
Constitution, three 
branches and 
federalism as checks 
and balances. 
 

HS.C.CP.1 Explain how the U.S. Constitution 
embodies the principles of rule of law, popular 
sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, 
separation of powers and checks and 
balances to promote general welfare. 

 
HS.C.CP.2 Analyze legislative, executive and 
judicial branch decisions in terms of 
constitutionality and impact on citizens and 
states. 

 
HS.C.PR.2 Analyze the role of elections, 
bureaucracy, political parties, interest groups 
and media in shaping public policy. 

 
HS.C.CP.4 Evaluate how the U.S. judicial 
system is designed to uphold equality before 
the law, due process and inalienable rights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitutional 
Convention 
Legislative branch 
Executive branch 
Judicial branch 
Great Compromise 
Three-Fifths 
Compromise 
Federalism 
Popular Sovereignty 
Rule of Law 
Separation of Powers 
Enumerated Powers 
Implied Powers 
Elastic Clause 
Supremacy Clause 
Checks and Balances 
Double Jeopardy 
Due process  
 

 
(Archives.gov)  
 
 
 
 

How do governmental 
decisions directly affect 
me?  
 
 
 
 

Does the American 
justice system ensure 
justice for all US 
citizens?  
 

 



3-4 
weeks 

Unit 3: Lawmaking 
and Policy 
 
The lawmaking 
process and creation 
of public policy as 
solutions to public 
problems 
 

HS.C.PR.1 Analyze the role of the three 
branches of  
government in the lawmaking process. 

 
HS.C.PR.3 Evaluate intended and unintended 
consequences of public policies locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

 
HS.C.PR.4 Compare the domestic and foreign 
policies of the United States and other 
countries. 

 
 
 

Standing Committee 
Joint Committee 
Select Committee 
Conference Committee 
Filibuster 
Cloture  
Veto  
Pocket Veto 
Executive Order 
Domestic Policy 
Foreign Policy 
Cabinet 
The Federal 
Bureaucracy 
Judicial Review 
Jurisdiction 
Precedent 
District Courts 
Appellate Courts 
Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do you think America is 
playing nicely with other 
countries? 

 



2-3 
weeks 

Unit 4:  Civic 
Responsibilities and 
Rights 
 
The rights and 
responsibilities of 
citizens, the 
progression through 
amendments and 
judicial system of 
expanded rights.  The 
preservation and 
definition of those 
rights through the 
judicial system. 
 

HS.C.RR.1 Evaluate the civic responsibilities 
of individuals within a society 

 
HS.C.RR.2 Explain how active citizens can 
affect the lawmaking process locally, nationally 
and internationally 

 
HS.C.CV.2 Assess how the expansion of civic 
virtues, democratic principles, constitutional 
rights and human rights influence the thoughts 
and actions of individuals and groups. 

 
HS.C.CV.3 Analyze the impact of the efforts of 
individuals and reform movements on the 
expansion of civil rights and liberties locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civil Liberties 
Civil Rights 
Civil Rights 
Amendments 
Black Codes 
Jim Crow Laws 
Civil Rights Act of 1965 
Voting Rights Act of 
1966 
Voting Rights 
Amendments 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
Brown v. Board of 
Education 
Miranda v. Arizona 
Roe v. Wade 
Obergefell v. Hodges 
 

How do we develop our 
lens of the world?  
How can we be aware of 
our inherited biases?  
 
 
 
 
 

What role can you play in 
the government when 
you are 18?  
 
 

What rights do you have 
thanks to those who 
came before you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
1 week 

 
 
Unit 1: Political Parties 
and Voting 
 
Basic beliefs of the 
two major political 
parties, as well as 
third parties. The 
history of voting rights 
in the United States, 
and current issues 
around voter turnout.  
 

Part B 
 

HS.C.PR.2 Analyze the role of elections, 
bureaucracy, political parties, interest groups 
and media in shaping public policy. 

 
HS.C.PR.3 Evaluate intended and unintended 
consequences of public policies locally, 
nationally and internationally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
Political Party  
Two Party System  
Third Parties  
Party Platform  
Caucus  
Open Primary  
Closed Primary  
Referendum  
Initiative 
Recall  
Political Action 
Committee 
 

 
 

 (DOCSTEACH) 

 



 Unit 2: Interest 
Groups and the Media 
 
Identify types of 
interest groups and 
their influence on 
politics. Analyze the 
role of the media in 
politics and vice versa 
 

HS.C.PR.2 Analyze the role of elections, 
bureaucracy, political parties, interest groups and 
media in shaping public policy. 
 
 

Political Socialization 
Mass Media 
Agenda Setting 
Gatekeeper 
Watchdog 
Leak 
Bias 
Propaganda 
Confirmation Bias 
Click Bait 
Hoax/Satire 
Out of Context 

 100 people world 
portrait: 
https://www.100people.or
g/statistics_100stats.php
?section=statistics 
 
Lesson resource 
https://sheg.stanford.edu/
civic-online-reasoning 

 

 

 Unit 3: 
Microeconomics 
 
Scarcity and 
economic decision 
making using a 
cost/benefit analysis. 
Analyzing supply & 
demand and how 
changes in price affect 
both. How incentives 
affect economic 
decision making 
 

HS.E.MI.1 Compare perfect competition, monopolistic 
competition, oligopoly and monopoly and how the extent 
of competition within various markets affects price, 
quantity and variety in production. 

 
HS.E.MI.2 Analyze and graph the impact of supply and 
demand shifts on equilibrium price and quantities 
produced. 

 
HS.E.MI.3 Analyze the roles of product and factor 
markets. 

 
HS.E.IC.1 Predict the way scarcity causes individuals, 
organizations and governments to evaluate tradeoffs, 
make choices and incur opportunity costs. 

 
HS.E.IC.2 Evaluate how individuals, organizations and 
governments respond to incentives in the decision 
making process. 

 
HS.E.IC.3 Perform a cost-benefit analysis on a real-
world situation, using economic thinking to describe the 
marginal costs and benefits of a particular situation. 

 
HS.E.IC.4 Evaluate how incentives determine what is 
produced and distributed in a competitive market 
system. 

 

Scarcity 
Economic Question 
Opportunity Cost 
Fixed Cost 
Variable Cost 
Competition 
Profit Motive 
Markets 
Capitalism 
Voluntary Exchange 
Incentives 
Factors of Production 
Supply 
Demand 
Price Ceiling 
Price Floor 
Shortage 
Surplus 
Utility 
 

   

https://sheg.stanford.edu/civic-online-reasoning
https://sheg.stanford.edu/civic-online-reasoning


 Unit 4: 
Macroeconomics 
 
Comparing and 
contrasting types of 
economic systems. 
Analyzing the role of 
labor in the economy. 
Explaining how 
countries are 
interdependent with 
each other and the 
role trade plays in that 
relationship. 
 

HS.E.MA.1 Evaluate how values and beliefs 
like economic freedom, equity, full 
employment, price stability, security, efficiency 
and growth help to form different types of 
economic systems. 

 
HS.E.ST.1 Draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of specialization and trade on 
production, distribution and consumption of 
goods and services for individuals, businesses 
and societies. 

 
HS.E.ST.2 Analyze the role of comparative 
advantage in international trade of goods and 
services. 

 
HS.E.ST.3 Explain how international economic 
trends and policies affect political, social and 
economic conditions in various nations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capitalism 
Socialism 
Communism 
Labor Union 
Strike 
Lockout 
Right-to-Work Law 
Outsourcing 
Interdependence 
Comparative Advantage 
Tariff 
Quota 
Trade Surplus 
Trade Deficit 
 

   



 Unit 5: 
Macroeconomics (Part 
2) 
 
Identifying and 
analyzing economic 
indicators. Explaining 
how the business 
cycle affects 
economic decision 
making. Analyzing the 
government’s role in 
regulating the 
economy 
 

 HS.E.MA.2 Analyze ways in which 
competition and government regulation 
influence what is produced and allocated in an 
economy. 

 
HS.E.MA.3 Describe the externalities of 
government attempts to remedy market failure 
and improve market outcomes through fiscal 
policy. 

 
HS.E.MA.4 Analyze the impact of fiscal 
policies, various government taxation and 
spending policies on the economy. 

 
HS.E.MA.5 Assess how interest rates 
influence borrowing and investing. 

 
HS.E.MA.6 Assess the effectiveness of rules 
and laws that protect both consumers and 
producers. 

 
HS.E.MA.7 Explain how the Federal Reserve 
uses monetary policy to promote price stability, 
employment and economic growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Loan 
Interest 
Reserve Amount 
The Federal Reserve 
Fiscal Policy 
Monetary Policy 
Progressive Tax 
Regressive Tax 
Proportional Tax 
Income Tax 
Payroll Tax 
Sales Tax 
Excise Tax 
Direct Tax 
Indirect Tax 
Recession 
Depression 
Inflation 
Real Wages 
Consumer Confidence 
Purchasing Power 
 

   



 Unit 6: Kentucky 
Government and 
Economy 
 
Culminating project 
that takes lessons 
learned from Civics 
Part A and Part B and 
applies the knowledge 
students have gained 
to Kentucky’s 
government and 
economy 
 

HS.C.KGO.1 Explain how the Kentucky 
Constitution embodies the principles of rule of 
law, popular sovereignty, separation of powers 
and checks and balances. 

 
HS.C.KGO.2 Compare Kentucky’s government 
to other states and to the federal government. 

 
HS.C.KGO.3 Describe how active citizens can 
affect change in their communities and 
Kentucky. 

 
HS.E.KE.1 Explain the impact of varying 
market structures on profit, price and 
production in Kentucky. 

 
HS.E.KE.2 Analyze how national and 
international trends and policies impact 
Kentucky’s state and local economies. 

 
HS.E.KE.3 Analyze how the four components 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) are 
combined to assess the health of Kentucky’s 
economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   

 


